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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.
WHEAT.
As to Transport by Road.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Agricutture:

1, From what centres is wheat being trans-
ported by road (a) to Fremantle or ather
port; (b) to flour mills, and to which ones?

2, Is this wheat stored in bulk in wheat
bins situated in railway reserves and along-
side railway lines?

3, If so, why is the wheat being trans-
ported by road and noi by rail?

4, Has this wheat to be bagged before it
is lpaded into motor trucks, whereas the rail-
ways could handle it in bulk?

5, What is the added cost over and ahove
railway charges of transporting this wheat
by road (a) to the ports; {b) to the flonr
mills?

6, Who pays any additional cost to handle
and transport this wheat by road?

7, What amount of wheat is it proposed to
transport by road?

8, Can he state what amount of petrol per
ton of wheat per mile will be used in these
operations, or aliernatively, the amount of
petrol being used per week in the work?

9, Are Military trucks and personnel being
used, and if so, what charges are made for
such services?

The MINISTER replied:

{1) (a) From York and Northam Dis-
triets to Fremantle; (b) To Metropolitan
mills from Quairading and Mt Kokeby;
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Kellerberrin mill from Bungulla and Panta-
pin; Northam mill from Meckering, Konnon-
gorring and Yarramony; York mill from
Duibelling, Burges’ Siding; Narrogin mill
from Wickepin; Wagin mill from Dumble-
yung.

2, Yes.

3, Emergency transport is necessary to
fulfil the inecreased shipping programme to
Vietoria and New South Wales because of
drought conditions.

4, Only one-seventh is being bagged; the
remainder is carted in bulk.

5,. Aecurate figures not available at pre-
sent. The following are approximations:
{a} to port and metropolitan mills, 18s. to
28s. per ton (approximately); (b) to eoun-
try mills, 9s. per ton (approximately),

6, The Commonwealth Government.

7, Up to 5,000 tons per week.

8, Not available as petrol is being pro-
vided by the Commonwealth Government in
addition to State allocation.

9, Yes, Charges are a Commonwealth
matter and not available.

TOTALISATOR DUTY ACT.
As to Undistributed Fractions,

Mr. STYANTS asked the Premier:

1, What amount of money was received by
the WA, Turf Club Auring the two years
immediately prior to the 30th June, 1945,
from “undistributed fractions” withheld
from winning totalisator investors?

2, What amount of money was received hy
the W.A. Trotting Association during the
two years immediately preceding the cessa-
tion of trotting meetings, about February
last, from ‘‘undistributed fractions’’ with-
held from winning totalisator investors?

3, In view of the unprecedented prosperity
being enjoyed by these two sporting bodies,
will the Government consider an alteration
to the Totalisator Duty Aet, 1905, to pro-
vide that payment should be made to the
nearest 3d. similar to that operating in
New South Wales?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2—

Racing. Trotting.
£ £
1943-1944 15,117 18,677
19441945 28,007 13,500
£43,124 £32,177
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In addition to the above figures approxi-
mately £9,000 per annum for fractions 1s
retained by Goldfields races and trots.

3, The matter is receiving consideration.

“HANSARD.”

s to Bound Copies for 1914,

Mr. SEWARD asked the Premier:

1, Is he aware that members' copies of last
session’s “Hansard” have not been available
to them sinee the eclose of that session?

2, When are the bound copies to be de-
livered to members, and will he expedite
such delivery?

The PREMIER replied:

1, Yes. N

2, Delivery will be effected by the 21st
August. The paper position has improved
sufficiently to revert to the pre-war practice
of setting aside 80 additional copies from
week to week to provide members with
bound velumes., It will no longer be neces-
sary for members to return their weekly
issues for binding.

COUNTRY VISITORS TO PERTH.

As to Hotel Acesmmodation.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Premier:

1, In view of the considerable veduetion
in the nmmbers of Serviee personnel in
Perth, and bearing in mind the very great
difficulty that civilians have in securing ac-
commodation when compelled to come to
Perth, ofien jn order fo ohtain medical ad-
vice, will he fake up with the respective
commands the matter of releasing those
hotels situated within the metropolitan area
that are reserved wholly or in part for use
by Serviee personnel.

2, If not, why not?

The PREMIER replied:

Ap approach bas already been made to
the Prime Minister and the reply received
was forwarded to the hon. member. A
copy, together with a copy of a report from
the Licensing Court, will be laid upon the
Table of the House. A further effart will
be made to improve the position.

The papers, accordingly, were laid on the
Table of the House.

CHARCOAL-TROX INDUSTRY.
A= to Production and Cost of Plant.

Mr. CRO8S asked the Minister for In-
dustrial Development:
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1, Has the charcoal-iron plant at Wun-
dowie commenced the production of pig-
iron?

2, If oot, when will production eom-
mence ?

3, What amount has been espended to
date on plant and preparations?

The MINISTER replied:

1, No.

2, This will depend upon the availability
of suflicient Inbour, equipment and materials.
Ag their availability is uncertain under war-
time conditions, production may eommener
in from 12 to 18 months’ time. The Com-
monwealth Government is again to be asked

to give the projeet a reasonably high
priority.
3, £61,000 to the end of July, 1945.

PIG INDUSTRY COMPEXSATION
FUND.

As to Reccipts and Payments.

My, SEWARD asked the Minister for
Agvieulture:

1, What amounts have been paid into the
Pig Industry Compensation Fund in each
vear since its inception?

2, What amounts have been paid out in
compensation each year (a) for pigs that
died from or were destroyed because of swine
fever before the commencement of the Pig
Industry Compensation Act, 1942; and (h)
for pigs that died or were destroyed since
the ecommencement of the Aet?

3, What was the balanee of the fund at
the 30th July, 1945?

The MINISTER replied:

1, 1942-43, #£3,496. 10s. 8d.; 1943-44,
£7,864 25, 4d.; 1944-45, £10,139 17s.

2, (a) The Pig Industry Compensation
Act, 1842 was made retrospeefive (o 27th
Octobey, 1942. Compensation paid for losses
through swine fever—1942-43, £27.985 10s.
1d.; 1943-44, £944 125 5d.; (b) Compensa-
tion in conncction with other diseases—
104243, £80 19s. 9d.; 1943-4, £1142 16s.
6d.; 1944-45, £2,401 3s. 10d.

3, £1,933 15s. 1d.

MURCHISON ELECTORATE.
Resignation of Member on Appointment as
Minister.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received the fol-
lowing letter :—

I have the honour to inform vou that at a
meeting of the Exceutive Council today Mr.
W. M. Marshall, member in the Lagislative
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Assembly for the Murchison electoral district,
accepted anl was sworn into one of the eight
principal offices of profit under the Crown,
namely, Ministcr for Mines, Railways and
Transport. (Sgd.) F. J. 8. Wise, Premier.

Seat Declared Vacand.

THE PREMIER (Hon, F. J. 8. Wise—
Gascoyoe) [4.37]: I move—

That as the member for Murchison has ac-
cepted an office of profit, the seat for the
electoral distriet of Murchison be declared
vaeant.

Question put and passed; the motion
agreed to.

CHAIRMAN OF COMBMITTEES.

Election of Mr. A. J. Rodorede.
Mr. SPEAKER: I announce that the
position of Chairman of Committees and
Deputy Speaker has now become vacant,

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. 8. Wise—
Gasroyne) [+.38]: I move—
That the memher for Roebourne (Mr, A, J.

Rodoreda) be nppointed Chairman of Commit-
tees.

Question put.

Mr. SPEAKER: There being no further
nominations I deelare the memher for Roc-
bourne duly eleeted as Chairman of Com-
mittees.

Queslion thus passed.

MR. RODOREDA (Rocbourne) [4.38]:1
desire, briefly, to thank the memhers of this
Assembly for the confidence they have re-
posed in me in appointing me to this very
responsible position. T trust I shall be able
to carry out the duties involved with the
utmost impartiality, and will be able to do
s0 with eredit to myself and to the members
of this House. I realise that a very high
standard has heen set by my immediate pre-
decessors in this position and I hope that,
in my turn, I shall be able to live up to
that standard. I do not think it eould be
bettered,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day.
Debate resumed from the 2nd August.

MR. W. HEGNEY (Pilhara—continued)
[4.39]: While on the question of full em-
ployment, I desire to say that it has be-
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come increasingly noticeable that those whe
are opposed to any change in the social or
economic system use the argument that full
employment c¢an only be brought about if
there is regimentation. But I believe the
argument submitted is very weak in the
light of the facts. We have merely to look
hack to the pre-war period to appreciate
that it ean very definitely be said that if
there is to be a return, without any quali-
fication whatsoever, to the economic condi-
tions that obtained prior to the war, there
will have to be regimentation. I repeat that
from 1930 to 1939 there were thousands of
men who were unfortunately placed. As a
matter of fact, at one stage there were al-
most 750,000 able-bodied men who were pre-
pared and willing to work, but were denied
the right to secure full-time employment.
They were subjeet to relief schemes insti-
tuted by the several State Governments,
and they were sent to variouns parts of the
Commonwealth to undertake work. If they
refused to  aceept part-time employment
they were denied what was then termed
“sustenance.” That constituted a measure of

. regimentation, and undoubtedly the Govern-

ments were to a large extent unable to avoid
it. e contend there must be full employ-
ment available after the war, and if the
Governments face up to the sitwation it
counld be done.

I helieve that in the immediate post-war
vears private enterprise will play no mean
part in the rehabilitation of ex-service men
and women, as well as of those who are at
present engaged in wartime industries. I
believe also that the Commonwealth and
State Governments must play a major part
in the work, inasmuch as they will require
to institute public works programmes so as
to absorb large numbers of semi-skilled and
unskilled men. If we are to rely entirely
on private enterprise, the position will be
exiremely difficult. I base my argument on
historical records when I say that after all
wars there has been a period of boom and
prosperity, followed by a depression and,
later on, war. If we are to revert to pre-war
conditions we shall undoubtedly have the
hoom followed by a period of depression, if
not another war. The question of employ-
ment i3 closely related to the aetion of the
Commonwealth Government with regard to
the training of ex-servicemen who were de-
nied the opportunity to learn a skilled trade
prior to enlistment,
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In the post-war reconstrueiion scheme
planned by the Commonwealth Government,
particular provision has been made for the
men who enlisted, or were called up, prior
to their reaching 21 years of age, for those
whose eapacity bas been impaired by war
injuries and will be preclnded from resum-
ing their pre-war occupations, and for those
who were self-employved before the war and
will be unable to follow their vocations on
their return fo civilian life. The principal
feature of the scheme inaugurated by the
Commonwealth is that there will be a period
of training in technical institutions for =
minimum period of three months and on
apprentices or irainees reaching a 40 per
cont. efficiency they will be placed in em-
ployment. The building industry is the call-
ing mostly involved at the present time, al-
though training will be provided in a multi-
plicity of eallings as the demand arises.
After the employee has been placed with au
employer or if it is shown that the ex-
service man possesses prior vocational skill,
the period of modified apprenticeship will
be still further reduced.

It is evident that those who have been-

advising the Commonwealth Government
have henefited from the mistakes that oe-
corred in eonnection with training schemes
after the 1914-18 war. A perusal of the
appropriate statisties shows that of the
13,673 men who engaged in the industriai
training scheme some 4,249 men withdrew
before completion of the cource. That is a
fair percentage of wastage, and efforts have
been made on this occasion to reduce such
withdrawals to 2 minimum. As a matter of
fact, hefore a man can participate in the
scheme now suggested he must be considered
cligible and suitable for employment in the
oecupation that he has indicated his desire
to follow. As far as Western Australia is
concerned and, in fact, every other State of
the Commonwealth as well, the type of
training given the men in the past was such
that they were turned out as semi-qualified
tradesmen, and while the boom lasted they
could stand side by side with the expert
{radesmen. When normality was reached,
however, they were unable to compete
against those who had served a full-time ap-
prenticeship,

In more than one trade practically all
the men who were trained after the last war
had to leave the trades concerned. The at-
titude in this State now is such that men
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who are trained will be assured that, on the
completion of their training, they will be
fully qualified tradesmen. There is this
difficulty, too, that inasmuch as the recon-
struction authorities have determined that
when ‘the absorptive capacity of an industry
has been reached no further men will be
trained for that industry. Regard must be
had to the faet that when the war is over,
a fair period of time will elapse before the
demabilisation of the last men is effected.
In those circumsiances it will he diffienlt
to ascertain just Low many men may desire
to participate in the secheme and at just
what point the absorptive capacity of a
given trade will be reached. Every efiort
will probably be made thoroughly to train as
large a number of men as industry generally
will absorb. There is no doubt that the tran-
sition from war to peace will be a very
anxious period for the Commonwealth and
State Governments, Approxhaately
1,000,000 people will be invelved in the
switeh over. Furthermore, there will be
thousands of people now engaged in war-
time industries who will have to be ab-
sorbed in peacetime occupations.

Numbers of men and women returaing
from wartime aectivities will take the places
of those whe have held positions in a tem-
porary capacity, and these latter will zalso
have to be provided for. Many people will
follow their ordinary occupations with
their former employers but some firms now
engaged in war activities will in a short
time transfer their organisations to the
fulfilment; of civilian requirements. It will
he a biz job successfully to absorh close an
1,000,000 people in a short period after the
expiration of the war, and, mueh as I dis-
like saying it, I believe that the Common-
wealth Government will have to econtinue
the exercise of certain controls for at least
a period after the eessation of hostilities.

There will require to be control over the
investment and flow of capital io ensure
that only essential undertakings will enjoy
whatr wmight be termed =a first priority.
There will also be competition for borrow-
ing, which must be controlled; and there
must be a high priority for essential needs
during the reconsirvetion period. Com-
monwealth wartime powers will vanish
within a short time after the cessation of
hostilities. We all realise, no matter what
our political beliefs may be, that there must
be a measure of priee control if we are
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to have full employment. If that full em-
ployment is to continue, there must be sta-
bility in the way of a general level of
prices. I believe that the Commonwealth,
in eco-operation with the States, will be
able to exercise that temporary control in
such a way as to avoid the debaele that
oceurred after the last war.  Within
214 years of that war there were no fewer
than 125,000 people out of employment in
Australin. This is the problem as I see it:

Vast numbers of trained men and men
whe have acquired vocaftional skill in the
Forces will be seeking work on their re-
lease. Those who have served in the
Forces will, of course, desire to return to
their pre-war ocenpations. Very large bodics
of men and women will also have to be
absorbed in industry in peacetime, so it
will need the wisest statesmanship on the
part of boik the Commonwealth and the
Stated to ensure that, at that critical
period, employment will be found for all
these people, it may be by putting in hand
essential publie works, so that the soldiers
who will be returning will not be faced
with a peried of unemployment. 1 believe
that with the States and the Commou-
wealth working together, and with the ex-
perience that has been gained dunring the
past six years, there will be no need for
unemployment in Australia. We can ad-
vanee as a logieal argument that full em-
plovment was fornd for everyone during
the war and that consequently Anustralia
should not be confronted with an unem-
ployment problem when the war is over,
as it was during the 10 years previous to
the outhreak of this present conflict.

MR. READ (Victoria Park) [4.53]: Mr,
Speaker, it is with some diffidence that X
stand before you this afternoon, in an un-
usnal environment, to make my first speech
as a new member. The assistance and in-
struction which have been given to me by
some of the members, however, have some-
what allayed my nervousness and I thank
those members for their kindly aid. I deeply
regret the ecirenmstance which necessitated
the recent Vietoria Park by-election, the
death of my great friend, Captain Howard
Stirling Raphael. He sat alongside me for
upwards of 20 years in the Perth City Coun-
cil; and during that period his work for the
ratepayers and for the district was of excep-
tional value. During that period he was re-
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sponsible for many of the parks, gardens
and children’s playgrounds which we now
have in our ward for all time. These will
for ever stand as a monument to his labours
for our district. As member for the distriet,
he was at all times most zealous in the wel-
fare of the families and the individuals.
Particularly valuable was the grand work
he performed during the dreadful years of
the financial depression and unemployment.
He was indefatigable in helping the poor
of the district, who will ever cherish his
memory in their hearts.

May I be permitted to congratulate our
new Premier on his elevation to the high
office he now holds. He is facing an arduons
and difficult task, becanse the problems of
the post-war period, rehabilitation and re-
construetion, will certain!y not be less diffi-
cult than the problems dealt with during the
war period. He brings to his office ability
and experience which will enable him to
carry out his duties with honour to himself
and benefit to the welfare of Western Ans-
tralia. I wish him a long and prosperous
tenure of office. On behalf of every scetion
of the Vietoria Park electors, I desire to
thank the ex-Premier for th¢ many kind-
nesses he has shown us in the improvement
of our disfricc. We have sent many depu-
tations to him and these were always kindly
received. The answer was generally no, but
it was expressed in a very pleasing manner.
We wish him a speedy return to health and
hope he will live many years to continue his
useful service to the part of the State which
he represents. Reeurring to the passing of
the late Capt. Raphael, T wish to offer my
sympathy to the members of his party on
the loss of a vigorous, sincere, and loyal
supporter.

The most important subject with which we
have to deal, and which has already been
touched upon in this Chamber, is housing.
Thousands of hounses are required. The eon-
ditions under which people are living at
present are distressing, and we are not get-
ting on with the job as rapidly as we should.
The Perth City Counecil is making a survey
of its territory in order to ascertain the
number of sub-standard houses and the ex-
tent of the distress caused by them. I know
fairly well what is lacking in that direction
in my own electorate. During the election
eampaign I was in touch with the people
there; and in many instances I found
the conditions deplorable. Small houses
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in Vietoria Park were accommodating
as many as three families; a man,
woman and child were eating and sleep-
ing in one room, in which the cooking
was done also. I found that people were
housed in shops, most of which were small.
In the main thoronghfare and in other
places, shops that are not being used for
business have been oecupied by people for
honsing purposes. These shops have their
windows painted over. Sometimes there is
just a shop and sometimes a shop with one
small room attached. There are no fire-
places, no baths, and no coppers or troughs.

Mr. Cross: And at least one has no
lavatory.

Mr. READ: Very likely! Many of them
have no water laid on, except in the yard
or in the yard next door. In some instances
there are two or three shops ocenpied by
families and having only onc yard between
them for the children to play in. The con-
ditions are sueh that T fear what wounld
happen if an epidemic of sickness should
ocenr, Fignres have been quoted to us con-
cerping housing. There have been reams
in the newspapers about the subject, and
we have heard over the air of the shortage
of houses. Master huilders have writfen
letters and had them answered. In spite of
it all, very few houses are being erccted.
One member complained about the price of
honses. 1 do not regard that as seriously
as ] regard the conditions under which
some of the people are living in these pre-
mises. Last week in the Legislative Coun-
eil, one hon. member said that the people
on the land found the housing position just
as aeute as did the people in the towns. He
said that people were expeeled to live in
shaeks and in those shacks to bring up their
families.

Conditions in the conntry and in our
towns regarding the amenities attached lo
the houses and the inadequacy of the ac-
commodation are similar, but there is this
difference: In the country, the people are
able to move afout and the children are able
to play in an cnvironment which those in
the town do not enjoy. They are able to
play in Gods brown clean earth; but in
Victoria Park ibe children are playing in
a few squave yards of dirty hlack sand im-
pregnated with the sweepings and the house-
hold rubhish which have come from possibly
20 or 30 vears of housekeeping, and which
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contain millions of harmful bacteria. Those
conditions should be changed. As an indi-
eation of the real need in regard to houses,
let me give a few fimures. The Workers
Homes Board has 2,300 applieations from
people requiring houses. It receives 800
applieations per guarter, but the number
which the Federal authorities permit it to
grant is only 120 per guarter. That figure
does not include people who would apply
but have no priority. I refer to people who
are about to marry and married people with
no children. When they go to the Workers’
Homes Board, they are advised not to apply.
The trouble is that we bhave no building
material in any quantity in Western Auns-
tralia.

On four occasions I have approached the
Workers’ Homes Board on behalf of people
needing homes, with a request for permis-
sion for them to build. They were people
who had the laboar and whoe were prepared
to ereet their own homes. Two of them had
ctubbed together with carpenters working at
shipbuilding, They ceased work on Friday
and eonsequently had Saturdays and Sun-
days on which to build the houses which
would have heen of weatherboard and as-
hestos.  They could soon have conipleted the
joh, but the trouble was that there was no
material.  One individual whom I advised
not to apply did s¢ and last week he brought
me this letter which he had received, and
which emphasises the belplessness of the
Workers' Homes Board to give any assist-
ance to anybody until a reserve of hnilding
materials is built up. The letter states—

Re your applieation for permission to erect
a new dwelling in Vietoria Park. With re-
ference to this application for a permit, as
shove, T regret to inform you that the appli-
eation will have to be deferred. The present
acule shortage of manpower and materinls
prevenis the application being approved at
the present time. You are advised to renew
vour applieation in six months’ time, when it
is hoped the position will be improved,

A State Advisory Commitiee on post-war
housing was appointed by the State Gov-
ernment. Mr. D. L. Davidson was the
chairman, and the members of the commit-
tee were well-known experts in huilding and
the produetion of materials. They were
drawn from Government departments and
from outside sonrees for their knowledge
of the subject. They had hefore them 37
heads of departments and other experts
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from whom they took evidemce. That evi-
dence and the committee’s report were pre-
sentedd to the Minister. The first of the
commiitee’s recommendations was that
4,000 houses per year were needed in
the metropolitan area for a period of
five years. The committee suggested
that existing  brickyards should be kept
going by the release of manpower; that
a large reserve of building materials
should bhe stored up immediately; that
50,000,000 bricks should be produced to be
ready for use at the cessation of hostilities;
and that large stocks of scasoned Western
Australian woods, eement, and ashestos
sheeting should be set aside in a pool from
which they eonld be drawn when we are
ready to huild.

There are nine brickyards in the metro
politan area eanable of supplying our needs
in this dircetion, including the State Brick-
works and the Canning Cement Brick
Works. At present, only three of them are
working, and tke time has come when the
other brickyards ghould be opened up. They
will require some improvemenis with re-
gard to amenities, such as showers, refiring
rooms, water, and eating facilities that do
not exist at present. That is one of the
frst steps that should be taken by the
department towards solving the housing
problems. The matter has a further signi-
ficance. Unless we build up a big reserve
of material as gquickly as possible, we shall
be faced with nnemployment. The Premier
has told us that probabiy 2,000 artisans
will be released from the Army for the
huilding of houses. Amongst those there
will ne doubt be some who will be put into
production; but they will not be sufiicient,
and we will have the spectacle of carpen-
ters, bricklayers, plumbers, and their nume-
rous assistants and unskilled attendants
standing down half the time and waiting
for supplies to come forward. The remedy
for that is to transpose men immediately
from some less important works and send
them to our mills in the country, and to
the brickyards and factories, so that they
may produce huge reserves of building
material against the time when they will
be nceded. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment has announced that it will provide
money for private produncers of building
maferials until such time as they ean be
utilised, so that there will be no diffienlty
regarding finance.

107

The member for Perth has made refer-
ence to migration. That is something we
must have, I do not want to be misunder-
stood. I am in favour of migration, as I
was years ago, but I do not think the time
has arrived when we are ready to receive
migrants. Our housing conditions are such
that for some time new arrivals would only
inercase our difficulties. TUntil we have
thousands more new homes, no further
population from outside ean be aceommo-
dated. We are told that 70,000 persons
per annum will probably be bronght to this
country. It is also stated that 17,000 chil-
dren might be expected, but at the present
time what could Westeyn Australia do with
them?  We bave all too few kindergar-
tens, Our health centres are not sufficient,
our sehools are over-crowded and, hefore
we could accommodate many more chil-
dren, the schools would require to have
additions, and we would have to build new
schools. The position at present is such
that we have very little accommodation, our
teachers have to take 50 oy G0 children in
elasses wheve there should only be 30 chil-
dren. This is nat al all fair to the children
concerned. Our own children who are com-
ing on will find uceommodation very inade-
quate, without our importing further chil-
dren hefore we are ready for them.

One of the diffieulties that will eonfront
people who come lhere hefore we are ready
for them will be our limited hospital ae-
eommodation. At present, the hospitals
are working to full capacity ard, in fact,
cases whieh should be treated in hospital
are at present being refused admission,
while many patients—for some time after
treatment—are not able to receive the full
measure of atfention that they should re-
ceive at the hands of the medical people.
Thot is all due to the shortage of hospital
accommeodation. i

Feference has heen made to the fact that
local conmittees have heen relieved of the
payment of the infant health nurses’ sala-
ries. That is so. The Department of Pub-
Yic Health has teken over the control of
infant health nurses. Their salaries are
being paid through the lepartment of
Public Health, but are contributed to by
the loeal governing bodies, the Lotteries
Commission and, prineipally, by the Gov-
ernment. We who have heen on the com-
mittee of management for the infant health
contres have ceased to have any function in
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the managemeni of the different centres.
The nurses have Leen absorbed, not only as
to payment of their salaries, but as to
their employment, in fhe same manner as
are the visiting health nurses. These sisters
belong o the same unions, and should there-
fore be working uunder the same conditions.
The manner in which these nurses were
taken over by the department left some-
thins to be desived, so they wrote, asking
what their position was. They wrote to
Dr. Stang, and the reply was—

With reference te your letter of the lst inst,
addressed to Dr. Stang, 1 have to say that
when Cabinet decided to find additional funds
with a view to assisting the infant health
movement and widening its scope, it was on
the definite condition that mo question of
superannuation should arise.

How could that be agreed to by any’ body
of employees? The conditions of employment
are laid down by Act of Parliament or by
Arbitvation Court awards. The reply goes
on to say that the departmenti, in this new
arrangement, is merely the agent for pay-
ing the salavies, and that the Government,
as such, is not tiie employer of the infant
Liealth nurscs. DBut the Government is tha
employer of the infant health nurses. The
nurses look to the department for direction,
and for every condition under which they
work. I hope, therefore, that the Minister
for Health, when the new Commissioner
takes charge, will inquire into this matter
and inform the House whether these nurses
are entitled to the conditions of superannua-
tion, sick pay, long service leave and hol-
day pay, especially as a Labour Government
is in power.

In the matier of publie health, action
should be taken to safeguard our people
from exploitation by patent medicine com-
panies. Years ago there were a few hun.
dred patent medicines on the markef, but
now there are thouwsands. Exorbitant
prices are heing charged to the publie,
while the virtnes of the medicines are,
in many instances, very doubtful. There
shonld he an Aet of Parliament gov-
erning the qualities and prices of these
preparations.  We see advertisements in the
papers and we hear over the air many stafe.
ments which are questionable, with regard
to the virtues of these preparations. In the
rapers just now there 153 an advertisement
depicting a man holding up a tablet, and
in the same picture is portrayed a man toss-
ing ahout, sleepless. The adverfisement says
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that if you take these tablets they will pro-
duce sleep. The compouud is composed of
phosphates and iron. Iron is a compound
which is very necessary to our bodies, and
we ¢an all do with a little phosphates. If
one took a course of this preparation for
about three months, it would not do one any
harm, and would possibly do one a little
good, but I do not think it would preduce
sleep.

Then there is the price of these prepara-
tions! Iron is available in great quantities
and is cheap enough-—it will be cheaper still
when Yampi Sound has been opened up—
oand we sell phosphates to the farmers by
the ton. There is no control over the prices
of these patent medicines. We read that
we ean get, out of a bottle, immunity
against any disease, and the priee of this
nostrum is £1 1s. per bottle, it heing recom-
mended that one shounld take three or four
hottles. A persen might take this medicins
and vet find, later on, that he had contracted
the very disease against which it was sup-
posed to have immunised him. He would
then have lost bis money. Theve is no con-
trol over the people who are making hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds out of exploi-
tation of this kind. It seems to be very un.
fair that there is no conlrol over such
prople, hecause in our own town a pharma-
cist, who came under the eye of the Price
Fixing Commissioner, was fined £10 for
charging 3d. extra on a bottle of campho-
rated oil, a preparation the medical virtues
of which are defined and laid down for onr
protection by the British pharmacopeia in
a book compiled by the British Medieal As-
sociation. The evil of this, to my mind, is
that if a poor sick person, who cannot af-
ford to go to a doctor for treatment, takes
this medicine without result, not only is his
health affected but he has paid away money
which he can ill spare and possibly throngh
paving away that money he has to po with-
cut food or other necessities—if he {a on the
hasie wage. SBomething should be done fo
put an end to this evil.

There is another matter—olive oil! We
hear over the air, and we read in the Press,
of the virtnes of olive oil. We are told
that elive cil is eontained in many toilet and
other articles, bui T do not think there is
any olive oil in them. If there is, it should
ha controlled by some anthority, and should
be given to the hospitals for the treat-
ment of sick people, and particularly for
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the treatmment of children. We know that
the supply of olive oil is so short that it
should be controlled in the interests of pub-
lic health. I think the proof that there is
no olive ¢il in these preparations lies in
the faet that at the present time it eosts
40s. per gallon in Australia, and one could
not expect many of these preparations to
contain olive oil while it is at that price.
I see by the papers that some of the broad-
casting announcers have been wuspended,
not for mis-statements about patent medi-
cines or the price of snch preparations, but
for telling us funny stories, so our morals
are move protected than are our bodies or
our pockets.

The health of tbe people at the present
time is in the hands of the Commonwealth
Government. The Pharmacentical Benefits
Act will come into operation, we are told,
at the beginning of next wvear. It wonld
have been in operation many months ago,
bat for the opposition of the British Medi-
eal Association. I hope the time will come
when the British Medical Association,
throngh its members, will co-operate with
the Government in supplying free mediecal
advice, free medicine and free hospitalisa-
tion. This is something we should have. A
free health service is absolutely necessary.
Just faney a man afflicted with pain not be-
ing able to get rid of it unless he has money!
This is not a socizlistic measure; it is a
common necessity of a civilised Christian
people.

Now I come to the vexed question of the
Causeway. We are all proud of our capital
city, but we must continuve with the improve-
ments 50 necessary to advancement. Our
great hlemish is the Causeway, which is the
river approach to the eity. It is the means
by which two-thirds of our rural populafion
enter and leave the city. This bridge is the
only one in an distance of 12 miles either to
Fremantle or Midland Junction. There is
ne ferry to carvy motorears or other traffic
across the river; there are no other means
apart from this narrow canseway by which
traffic may move from a city with a popu-
lation of about 240,000. Members have
visited the eapitals of other States, and I
ask them whether they ean visualise such a
causeway over a river leading to any other
capital city in Australia. No; if is fit only
to give approach to a country town.

The narrowness of the Causeway has led
to the occurrence of many aceidents. 1 made

109

inquiries at the Police Department in order to
try to ealeulate the number of accidents that
bad occurred on the Causeway, but I found
that the department does not analyse the
figures in a manner to show the number.
Only last week a young man was killed
while crossing the Causeway. It was just
another death. That man left a wife and one
child. T do not know, but possibly the Child
Welfare Department is paying for the up-
keep of the children bereft of parents killed
in accidents on the Causeway and probably
paring enough to mcet the interest and sink-
ing fund on a new bridge. It might astound
members to learn that the average daily
number of vehicles that crossed the Canseway
in 1938-39 was 15,874 while the number that
crogsed the Sydney Harbour Bridge in 1937-
38 was 18,740—only 3,000 more. To carry
the comparison further, let me inform mem-
bers that the width of the Causeway is 38
feet and the width of the Sydnev Harhour
Bridge is 77 feet. I consider that onc of
our first post-war works after the No. 1
priorities have been attended to should he
the building of a new eauseway that would
be safe and would be a matter of pride to
the citizens of Perth.

The heautification of the foreshore on the
south side of the river should be continued
upstream as on the downstream portion. The
territory of the City Council extends from
Rivervale to the Caugeway, and the dredgiag
by the Government should be continued so
that the subsequent filling, levelling and
beautification work might be earried out by
the Perth City Couneil. )

The whole of Victoria Park must be
sewered. This district has many sewered
premises, but it has 1,000 unsewered houses
which the deep drains pass and which are
eapable of being connected up at once. The
owners of these houses should be induced to
link up with the system as soon as lahour
and material are available. We in Victoria
Park are in an unfortunate position. Orders
have been. issned for the removal of the
ganitary depot, but the position regarding
that depot is very little if any worse than it
has been for the last 10 years, except for
the building of a publie school nearby. There
are no more houses near the depot than there
were before. Certainly the depot must be
removed, but it seems a waste of money,
labour and material, whieh eould be utilised
for some other purpose, io move it
now. The carrying out of the work will
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cost the Perth City Couneil ratepayers over
£10,000, which is equal to almost a 2d. rate,
apart altogether from the uselessness of this
expenditure when the Government in turn
sewers the whole ot the distriet.

Thanks are due to the Minister for Works
for his inferest in having kept going, tem-
porarily, at any rate, the Welshpool taetory,
cortains sections of which were to have heen
closed and the staff discharged. The men
working there reside in the Canning and
Vietoria Park electorates, and we are hoping
that some arrangements will be made where-
by those works may be permanently kept
in operation. They could be utilised for
manufacturing hardware, such as bolts, spare
parts and replacements for agricultural
machinery, portions of houses that will have
to be built, and parts for the railways that
will have to be reconstructed. I have heen
informed by enginecers that the machinery
already installed could be easily, inexpen-
sively and qnickly converted for the pur-
pose of employing those men on work to
supply ¢ivilian requirements.  There are
numercus Commonwealth agencies in the
State and the Government must exert itself
to compel the Commonwealth officials
to co-ordinate their work with the poliey of
Parliament in the interests of Western Aus-
tralia.

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[6.41]1: T, too, should like to express my
gratitude {o the ex-Premier for the many
courtesies I received from him during the
time he held that office. He was always
willing to give enc a fair hearing and I
consider he was just in the decisions he
made. T hope that he will he fully restored
to health and that, as a resuit of laying
down the hurdens of office, his health will
improve rapidly. T congratulate the mem-
ber for Goscoyne on his accession to the
office of Premicr. T have watched his rise
in polities with considerable interest, and
I have no doubt that he will live up to the
expectations of his party. 1 should also
like to congratulate the Deputy Premier.
He entered this Ilonse rome time after I
dAid. 1 have not had the opportunity of
gecinz him in Qpposition, bat T believe
that if we eould arrange for him to have
a term in Opposition, he wonld be all the
better for it. [ compliment the member
for Murchison on his elevation to Minis-
terial rank. I have goo? frasop to remem-
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Ler him when he was sitt:ng an the Oppo-
sition side of the House. He certainly was
a eritic and a very aetive eritie.

The Minister for Lands: There is no
need for him to be in Opposition today.

Mr. MeLARTY: e was more active
when he was in Opposition.

The Minister for Lands: We all ave.

Mr. MeLARTY: But I cannot say
whether he was more effective. .As he was
such a eandid eritie, I take it he will not
olect to eriticism from us, and 1 hope he -
wili be able to stand up to it. He has two
departments to  administer~ rajlways  and
transport—against whieh eriticism will as-
suiedly be levelled. Undoubtedly there is
voom for improvement in the matter of
transport. However, I helieve that the new
Minister will make a very c¢lose study of
vailway problems. It is in his nature to
make a clese study of problems in which
he is interested, and there is need for close
investigation of the workings of our rail-
way and transport systems generally. I
have no doubt he will devote considerable
energy and study to the problems confront-
irg him and I wish hin luck.

The member lor Vietoria P’ark has made
a very practical speech thir evening. He
has dealt with subjeets in whieh he is well
versed, and I feel swre that his foture
speeches will be lhistened to with respeet
hy all sections of the House. 1 was most
interested on Saturday to see the allot-
ment of the portfolios in the new Ministry,
T rezret some of the changes. while some,
T think, will he for the =ood of the coun-
trv. I was sorry to sve that the Premier
had to lay down the offices of Lands and
Agrienlture, but T realise that it would
not he fair to burden him with those two
imnortant offices, together with the Pre-
miership, the Treasurership and the im-
portant work of ousing. T was aleo sorry
to see the Minister far Lands give up the
porifolin of Mealth. T have always re-
zarded him as one whe has made 2 close
ety of health matters, and he has aceumu-
lated a considerable amonnt of knowledes,
However, he has now gone to the Tands De-
partment and he will not find that an easy
irh. Bt T am sure we will «ive him what
heln we ean and T hope he will take any
adviee that we tender,

The Minister for Fdueation alse takes in
the portfolio of Amrienlture. T think those
two portfalios will =0 tomether, becanse
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Agrienlture is a portfolio in which educa-
tion plays a most important part. So, the
Minister in taking this new branch of
edueation, shonid be at home, and I feel
that his interest in edueation, generally,
will fit him for the new position. Here
again it might be necessary for him to
seek and take advice from this side of the
Hounse. I am sure we will give him advice
on agrieulture by which he can profit. I
hope that the Government—the new Gov-
ernment—will co-operate fully with mem-
bers on the Opposition side.

The Minister for Lands:
have.

Mr. McLARTY: Not always! There is
scope for co-operation. When =all is said
and done, the Opposition parties represent
a very large volume of public opinion, and
if we lock at the figures of a general elee-
tion in this State, we find that they are
fairly evenly divided and, in a democracy,
it 18 only right and just that the opinions
of the Opposition should receive full con-
sideration. That is nof the position in somo
Parliaments that T know of. 1 am aware
of one where the opinions of the Opposi-
tion receive scunf consideration. Buf 1
repeat that in this Parliament there is
plenty of scope for co-operation with the
Opposition. I suggest that we shounld co-
operate in regard to future planning. Since
I have been in Parliament I-have had the
privilege of serving on a number of Select
Committees. T yecently served on one that
was turned into an Honorary Royal Com-
mission, I have found that as a result of
the work of those committees much good
has eome ghout. The reports have come fo
this House and have been of benefit to the
country. 'The commitices, as I have just
said, econsisted of representation from all
sides of the House. I feel that smch a com-
mittee could help in regard to the housing
preblem. T think also that it could help in
econnection with the planning of public
works.

In the post-war period it will be necessary
to plan public works in conjunction with
works which will be earried out by private
enterprise. I know that there are certain
public works which are essentind and ur-
gent, and which must he put into operation
as soon as possible. But we should not at-
tempt to put into operation public works
unless they are essential; rather we should
encourage private enterprise to carry out

We always
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its' part of the job, and the Public Works
Department should prepare te carry out
publiec undertakings when the necessity
arises—that is when there is unemployment.
If we could do something to co-ordinate
public undertakings with the work carvied
out by private enterprise we would be doing
something well worth while. A committee
such gs I have mentioned could make sung-
gestions in connection with the relationship
of agricuiture and publie¢ works.

We are planning for a vigorous public
works policy for the time when we reach
the post-war period. There is no doubt that
wages and conditions will be attractive, or
as attraetive as finaneial and other condi-
tions will allow. T feel that the thousands
of men returning from the hattle areas and
from other defence areas will not want to
be engnged as farm labourers when better
eonditions are offering elsewhere. But we
all renlise the absolute necessity of keeping
the agrieultural and pastoral industries
going. We are assured of a demand for all
we can produce in the next four or five
vears, at least. It is in the interests of the
country that we should produce every ounce
of food possible, but we eannot produce 1t
unless we have the labour to do so. Again
T stress that there is a danger of the agni-
cultural labourer wanting to leave the farms
and cugage in these publie works. We
should give serions consideration to that
matter, and that consideration should be
given during this session while Parliament
is sitting.

Mention was made by the member for
York to the present high rate of taxation.
There is no doubt that it is having a detri-
mental effect upon all industry, Today
far too much depends upon the Govern-
ment; too many people are expeeting some-
thing for nothing! Quite frequently I have
heard men say, “The Government can keep
me when this war finishes!” It used to be
quite a common thing, when the late Prime
Minister was =live, to hear people say,
“John Curtin ecan keep me when this is all
aver.” There is no doubt tbat These people

* are huilding up false hopes and they should

be made to realise that as soon as possible,
The high standard of living that we hear
so mueh about, and the new order, ean only
be obtained through work.

My, Fox: If you give those people the
opportunity they will not shirk it.
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Mr. MeLARTY: I hope the hon. member
is right.  In connection with the great
majority of men he is right, but there is a
limit to the number of people that any
country ean keep without work.

That brings me to the question of our
social services, We all want to see an im-
provement in the condition of our people
in regard to social services, and I am satis-
fied that the proper way to do that, and the
most efficient way looking to the future, is
by having a contributory scheme and abolish-
ing ihe means test. I feel if this were done
we wounld have a more self-respeeting com-
munity and forther, it would be for the
good of the eountry generally.

Mr. Cross: Do yon not think a eontribu-
tory scheme would cost too much for the
collections?

Mr, MeLARTY: No.

Air, Cross: Do you know what—-

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. McLARTY: People submit to high
taxatien in wartime and, on the whole, they
have done it very cheerfully during this
war, but I do not think for a minute that
they will be prepared to submit to the pre-
sent high rates when we come to the post-
war period, particularly when they look
around and see the waste that is geing on.
We are told that in all wars waste is in-
evitable. T think that is so.
a war could be fought without waste, but
there is a great deal of waste at home, which
we ean see taking place, but which eould be
avoided. Every memher of this House has
seen that waste. That does not give our
people an inecentive to work and do their
best to produce all that is neeessary. It does
not give a farmer an incentive to work long
- hours—from gdaylight to dark—to produce
food, Neither does it give a worker an in-
centive to work long hours and overtime.

1 believe that even now a reduction coulu
be made in lhe rate of tasation, and when
we reach the post-war period there should
be a further reduction. Loan money will
not be available to the Government in the
post-war period as it has been during the
past few years. It eertainly will not be
available at 314 per cent. and 2%% per cent.
Of that I am cerfain, partieulavly in tha
eg~se of the individual. When we rememher
the humidreds of thousands of men and
women of all classes who have felf it their
duty to subscribe to the war loans, we must

I do not think |
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realise that they will not have the same feel-
ing when we reach the post-war period. In
addition to all this, costs are rising. We
ean see that all around us, and people will
not lend their money at the fixed rates of
interest ruling today,

Mr. W, Hegney: What will they do with
it?

Mr. McLARTY : They wiil look for other
avenues in which to invest it. I want to
say something about housing. I nofice that
four houses are to be erected in the distriet
1 represent, and I am very grateful for the
allotment of those houses but I think the
rents being charged of 27s. Gd. for a five-
roomed house, and 25s. for a four-roomed
iiouse, are too high. Particularly is that so
as those who occupy the houses are not go-
iug to own them. I do not think it is neces-
sary to charge those rentals. We are bor-
rowing moncy at 3% per cent. and 215 per
eent, A five-rpomed bouse costs £030 to-
day. The rental charged is 27s. 6d. per
week which runs ont at over seven per cent.
A lesser mmnount—ahout £900 or a little less,
I think—is the ¢ost of a four-roomed house,
and the 23s. rent for such a liouse works
out at something over six per cent. I know
allowances have to be made for insurance,
administration, depreciation and perhaps
some other items, but even so, I think the
margin is too great and a reduction should
he made in the rents,

Some vigorous representation should be
made to the MMilitary authorities to make
material available for building purposes.
Today there are bundreds of military hnts
unoecnpied in Western Australia and many
other Military bhuildings as well. They
should be made use of. Prople are erying
out for galvanised iron and timber. What
is to he done regarding those buildings? I
think they should be released. T suggest to
the Premier thai he shonld make energetie
representations te the Comimonwealth Gov-
ernment with that end in view, so that the
buildings may he devoted to eivilian pur-
poses. We should do everything possible to
encourage private enterprise to play its part
in dealing with the housing problem. We

- must look to that phase of industry for help

in that direetion.

I notice that the ALF. is to be re-
dueed to a strength of three  divisions.
I presume those divisions will remain
on active serviee in the Istands. I
certainly hope the men will not experience
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100 rough a time. They are fighting under
the worst conditions in the werld. I doubt
if any army has ever experienced worse coun-
ditions than those our soldiers are facing
today. There is much talk about repatria-
tion now and I think it is perfectly justified.
Certainly it is good to see so much interest
taken in that problem, and I suggest to the
Premier and also to the Minister for Lands
that the rights of our soldiers who are still
engaged in the battle lines must he fully
protected—and that applies particularly to
land settlement. Those who receive their
discharges now should not be allowed to get
all the plums.

Mr. Seward: They are not getting the
plums by any means.

Mr. McLARTY: The men still in the
Fighting I'orces should have their interests
fully protected.

Mr. Cross: We could make a start by
eracking up some of the hig estates in the
Pinjarra distriet.

Mr. Thorn: It is a pity somcone does not
crack you!

Mr. McLARTY: The member for Pil-
bara referred to the problems of repatria-
tion and I thought his remarks were very
helpful. I hope members, generally will
take notice of them.

There are one or two matters concerning
soldier settlement that I wish to bring before
the natice of the Government. Some of the
returned men have found that their homes
have heen hroken up. If a thief entered a
home and- was caught, he wonld, very
rightly, be sent to gaol; but here we have
the homes of men broken up and nothing
done to protect them. I believe that when
a roldier returns from oversea and has that
experience, with the result that he has to
speure a divorce from his wife, the co-
respondent should be forced to pay hack to
the =oldier all the allotment money that the
man’s wife reesived while he was away on
active service. I do nnt think the innpcent
should be made to suffer. I would go fur-
ther! T would not permit a soldier’s wife,
who has heen unfaithful, to re-marry until
the allotment money she had received had
been paid back by the co-respondent.

Me. Watts: That is summary justice.

Mr. MeLARTY: A good deal has been
said ahout migration, to which the member
for Viectoria Park referred carlier in the
debate. I do not think we should consider

any large scheme, particularly one relating

. Commonwealth Government.
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to land seitlement, until we have provided
holdings for our own soldiers. Even so, it
is necessary that we should secure the right
type of migrant, and I do not know where
such migrants would ecome from,

The Minister for Lands: What do you
regard as the right type of migrant?

Mr. MeLARTY: I should say a young
man or young woman who is capable of
hard work and of rearing a family in this
country. I helieve, too, that the younger
we get the migrants, the better it will be
for the future of this State. The Fair-
bridge Farm Sehool at Pinjarra is a good
illustration in support of that contention.
Many young boys and girls have passed
through that school and have grown to
manhood or womanhood. Over G00 of them
have served in the Fighting Forees. They
have proved themselves good and useful
citizens of the State. They would bhe a
good type of migrant. In the rush to secure
suitable migrants after the war young
children will he most favoured. I hope
the Government will see to it that the Fair-
bridge Farm School secures its due share
of the young people. To a large extent the
institntion ts inaetive; if it had children
to deal with, it eould earry out very useful
work in the interests of the State.

In my opinion, the time is ripe for the
appointment of a Seleet Committee to
overhaul the provisions of the Superanun-
ationt Aet. The superannuation that is pro-
vided is not a very satisfactory form of
pension, and I have been told that it does
not even carry the basic wage adjustments.
I do not regard that as just, and certainly
some provision should be made in that re-
spect. Another matter I wish to refer to
is the opportunity to reeruit the Police
Force. Many of our young men are now
returnihg from the Services, some of them
heing in the fve-vear catesory, and the
time is opportune to bring the Police Force
up to the mark. This opportunity should
he availed of. The memher for East Perth
referred with pride to'the socinlistic legis-
lation which is being introdneed by the
I take it
that considerable importance attaches to
anvthing the hon. member says on account
of the position he occupies as president of
the ATLP.

The Minister for T.ands: He has not
heen promoted to that wet.
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Mr. MeLARTY: Well, the Metropolitan
Branch of the A.LLP. Doubtless he is on
the way to obtaining the higher position.
I consider that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment has no right to socialise anything un-
less it has a mandate from the people, and
it ecertainly has not received a mandate.
The only way in which a real mandate ean
be given to a Government is by referen-
dum. Mandates vannot possibly be given
at general elections when important gues-
tions are eclouded by all sorts of side is-
sies. Hundreds of people vote on personal
considerations only and the main questions
are not considered by them. Consequently
1 vepeat that (here is no justifieation for
the introduction of the socialistic measures
referred to hy the member for East Perth.

The lion. member took exeeption to as-
suranee eompanies sending out circulars to
their clients. I am a client of an assur-
ance eompany, just as is the member for
East Perth, and I have not the slightest
objection to the direcetors putting their
views hefore their clients. In faet, I con-
sider it their duty to do so. If they fear
danger from ¢erloin legislation, surely it is
the duty of the directors to inform their
clients of it! That is all they have sought
to do. The hon. member also stated that
cmployers had brought pressure to bear on
clients and had adopted a threatening atti-
tude in connection with the Commonwealth
hanking legislaticn. I do not know whe
those employers are, bhut I would not be
prepared to helicve that anvthing of the
=ort had happened unless definite proof
were provided.

I was interested to read the statement
of the Minister for Works regarding the
South-West Power Scheme, but was disap-
poainted to find that it would take so long
to put the scheme into operation. I be-
lieve that sccondary industries will' be
lnoking for openings earlv in the post-war
period, and they will certainly establish
their premises in places where power is
available, If they knew that power would
he made available in some of the country
districts in the near future, I helieve they
wonld establish industries away from the
metropolitan area. Under present condi-
tions, however. I eanmot sce very much
hope of their deing so. I trust that the
preat irrization works in the South-West
that are unfinished will he put in hand
azain es soon as possible.

[COUNCIL.)

The Minister for Lands: There is a good
deal of water in the South-West at present.

Mr. MeLARTY: Yes. In Vietoria I un-
derstand that operations on the eonstrug-
tion of irrigation works were not retarded
as a result of the war. Apparently Western
Australia has suffered more than have other
States in the matter of shortage of man-
power. I conclude by repeating the hope
that these works in the South-West will be
brought to completion as soon az possible.

On motion by Mr. Watts, debate ad-
journed.

Iouse adjourned at 6.13 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT tack the Chair at 4.30
p.n., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.
MUNDARING WATER.

As to Cost of Delivery at Norseman and
Coolgardie.

Hon, €. B. WILLIAMS asked the Chief
Seeretary :

1, What is the actnal delivery cost of
water per 1,000 gallons at Norseman from
the Mundaring scheme?

2, What is the actual cost of delivery at
Norseman from the Coolgardie take-off?

3, How is the cost computed (give de-
tails) ¢

4, What is the aetual cost of water per
1,000 gallons delivered at Coolgzardie reser-
voir from Mundaring scheme?

3, How is the cost computed?



